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HOUSEKEEPERS'  CHAT  Tuesday,  June  23,  1936. 


(FOB  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

Subject:     "FARM  HOME  ACCOUNTS."    Information  from  the  Extension  Service  and 
the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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This  morning  I'd  like  to  preface  my  topic  with  a  little  verse, - 
author  unknown. 

"Successful  is  he  who  knows  what  things  cost, 
Who  knows  where  he  profits,  and  where  he  has  lost, 
Who  knows  what  might  pay,  and  what  never  can, 
For  he  plans  his  work,   then  works  his  plan." 

We  seem  to  be  living  in  an  age  of  planning.     Our  governmental  bodies 
are  going  in  for  planning  in  a  big  way.     We  have  national  planning  boards, 
state  and  county  planning  boards,  and  even  community  set-ups  for  -planning 
improvement  projects.    The  individual  family  has  to  be  its  own  planning  board 
if  it  means  to  get  the  most  out  of  living.     Its  planning  must  be  done  in  terms 

of  money  income.     "Successful  is  he  who  knows  where  he  profits  and  where 

he  has  lost.  " 

Keeping  accounts  is  the  way  to  find  out  facts  about  family  spending 
and  from  them  make  plans  for  tae  future.     Extension  workers  in  rural  districts 
have  long  felt  the  need  of  a  hoasehold  account  book  that  would  take  into  con- 
sideration the  special  problems  of  the  farm  family  and  its  irregular  money 
income.    At  last  it's  here-  a  r.ew  form  of  account  book,  prepared  by  Day  Monroe 
of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agr.  culture,  and  Ruth  Crawford  Freeman,  specialist 
in  home  accounts  of  the  Extension  Service  of  the  University  of  Illinois. 

"Jotting  down  expenditures  in  a  little  book,"  says  Dr.  Monroe,  "is  a 
very  different  matter  from  real  income  management.     However,  the  jotting  down 
can  be  done  in  a  way  that  tells  us  what  we  need  to  know.    We  can  put  each  kind 
of  expenditure  in  a  separate  column.     Our  account  book  provides  columns  for 
food,  household  operation,  house- furnishings ,  cost  of  automobile,  personal 
allowances,  clothing,  education  and  recreation,  medical  care,  and  gifts. 
There's  also  a  column  for  making  a  summary.     When  transferred  to  the  yearly 
summary  pages,  this  information  forms  the  basis  for  next  year's  spending  plan, 

"The  record  may  show,  for  example,  that  the  cost  of  using  the  automobile 
is  surprisingly  high,  and  the  family  is  asked  to  take  it  out  only  when  necessary. 
The  girls  may  have  bought  some  ready-made  dresses  which  would  have  cost  less 
if  made  at  home.     When  all  the  expenses  are  analyzed,  the  family  is  ready  to 
make  a  better  plan. 
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"Account-keeping  for  the  farm  housewife  shows  a  great  many  expenditures 
during  certain  seasons  of  the  year  because  payment  for  farm  products  is  received 
at  irregular  intervals,  and  no  one  knows  exactly  how  much  it's  going  to  he. 
The  farm  housewife  generally  tries  to  earn  some  of  the  housekeeping  money.  She 
sells  chickens,  eggs,  fresh  vegetables,  and  fruit  from  her  garden,  canned 
products,  preserves,  pickles,  handicraft  work,  flowers.    Her  account  hook  should 
keep  track  of  the  profits  from  all  these  transactions,  and  this  new  form  pro- 
vides a  place  for  doing  so. 

"The  city  housewife  has  to  buy  whatever  the  family  uses.     The  garden, 
the  orchard,  and  the  poultry  yard  supply  much  of  the  farm  family  table.  Fuel, 
is  cut  on  the  farm  woodlot,  and  sometimes  there  is  even  an  ice-pond.     If  the 
value  of  all  these  supplies  is  recorded,  as  well  as  the  sugar  and  flour  bought 
at  the  store,  the  family  can  see  what  the  farm  contributes  to  family  living. 

"No  two  months  are  alike,  either  as  to  income  or  outgo.     One  month, 
there's  an  insurance  premium,  another  month  it's  taxes,  or  the  winter's  coal, 
or  an  overcoat  for  some  member  of  the  family.    What  ready  money  will  be  avail- 
able to  pay  for  each  of  these  items?    One  of  the  first  pages  in  the  book  takes 
care  of  this  problem.     On  it  one  can  put  down  what  income  is  expected  every 
month,  and  what  big  expenses  will  have  to  be  met  in  that  month. 

"There's  a  whole  page  of  questions  to  ask  the  family  on  its  spending 
habits.     I'd  like  to  read  them  all  to  you,  but  I  must  content  myself  with  one 
or  two  of  the  most  significant:    Did  our  spending  promote  long-time  rather 
than  only  short-time  satisfactions?    Was  money  "dribbled  away"  for  gum,  tobacco, 
quickly  broken  toys,  and  the  like?    Did  our  family  have  adequate  medical  and 
dental  care? 

"Each  member  of  the  family  should  have  a  personal  allowance  to  spend 
as  he  or  she  likes,"  Dr.  Monroe  believes.     "However  small  this  sum  may  be,  it 
should  be  strictly  personal  and  its  use  unquestioned.    Allowances  teach  children 
the  use  of  money,  and  how  to  plan  and  save  to  get  something  greatly  wanted. 

"The  farm  family  has  to  use  credit  for  many  things,  so  a  page  is  needed 
for  keeping  track  of  what  is  owed  at  the  end  of  each  month. 

"Farm  homemakers  will  like  the  pages  for  entering  the  value  of  products 
furnished  by  the  farm  for  family  use. 

"Another  special  record  is  suggested  for  families  who  serve  meals  to 
hired  helpers  or  visiting  relatives.     Such  meals  increase  the  cost  of  food. 
When  computing  the  cost  of  hired  farm  workers,  this  expense  must  be  included. 

"It  is  expected  that  a  farm  business  account  book  will  be  kept  in 
addition  to  this  record.    Taken  together,  the  two  records  will  give  the  net 
worth  of  the  family  each  year.     If  the  result  is  disappointing,  a  better  plan 
can  possibly  be  made  for  the  year  ahead. 

"The  new  farm  family  account  book  can  be  bought  for  15  cents  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents  of  the  Government  Printing  Office,  at  Washington, 
D.  C." 
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